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Demo Abstract:

Secondary  teachers’  training  has  become  one  of  the  key  elements  in  educational 
policies in Spain. For more than a decade, university and secondary education teachers 
have claimed the need to design specific and quality based training for professionals 
that wanted to become teachers in this specific level, giving special emphasis on the 
didactics  and  the  psychological  aspects  involved  in  the  process  of  teaching  and 
learning with adolescents. In order to cope with this demand, a Master of Secondary 
School Teacher Training was designed at a national level with specific criteria. 

This  master,  as  in  other  European  countries,  pretends  to  contribute  to  the 
development of the teaching competencies that are necessary to succeed in teaching 
at this complex educational level. It is addressed to different teaching disciplines, with 
a general  psychopedagogical  approach and specific  teaching competencies for each 
domain (i.e. Mathematics, English, etc.)
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Specifically,  at  the Universitat  Oberta de Catalunya (UOC) the master’s  programme 
wants to contribute to the development of particular aspects such as: (a) Collaboration 
between  novice  teachers  from  different  disciplines  simulating  the  real  context  at 
schools. UOC’s programme, as coordinator of the pychopedagogical training modules 
addressed to students of different disciplines, has designed specific tasks that teach 
and demand students to collaborate between them as interdisciplinary teams. (b) ICT 
integration into the teaching and learning processes. 

Students move from a face to face to an online learning environment and vice versa, 
where  communication  and  interaction  has  different  characteristics  and  request 
specific teaching and learning competencies. In these sense, they have the opportunity 
to reflect about their own process of learning and teaching with and throughout ICT 
(i.e.  Practicum,  Master’s  thesis).  (c)  Innovative  teaching  practices.  Students  learn 
different ways to implement the curriculum beyond traditional methods of education. 
This  approach  sometimes  provokes  frictions  with  their  own  conceptions  about 
teaching  and  learning  and  needs  to  be  discussed  to  build  new  educational 
perspectives. (d) Finally, these particular competences are embedded into a reflective 
practice promoting students’ professional development. This reflection in-and-about-
action with the ICT support is a transversal competence developed into the different 
modules  and  specifically  assessed  through  the  practicum.  However,  this  training 
proposal has some limitations that will also be covered in the presentation. 

This Master’s degree programme is a significant improvement in teacher’s training as it 
provides  a  new scenario  to  build  the  professional  knowledge  required  to  teach  in 
secondary education. It solves part of the gap between the Bachelor’s degree and the 
teaching  practice  in  secondary  education,  but  specially,  and  the  most  relevant 
contribution,  integrates  the  reflection  of  psychopedagogical  knowledge  into  the 
different  disciplines  (i.e.  mathematics,  biology,  language…)  throughout  computer-
supported methodologies that should be the message to be transferred into secondary 
school teaching practices.


